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TEXT  

Luke 11:1-13

1Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of 
his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 
disciples." 2And he said to them,  "When you pray, say:

"Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3Give 
us each day our daily bread, 4and forgive us our sins, for we 
ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.  And lead 
us not into temptation."

5And he said to them, "Which of you who has a friend will go to him at 
midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves, 6for a friend of 
mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him'; 7and 
he will answer from within, 'Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and 
my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything'? 8I 
tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he 
needs. 9And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks 
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will 
be opened. 11What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead 
of a fish give him a serpent; 12or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!"
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One of my favorite Christian authors is Philip Yancey.  He tells a 
story about a trip he and his wife made to St. Petersburg, Russia 
some years ago.  They went in November - at that time of year 
that far north it stays dark well into the morning.  But Yancey was 
determined to go on his usual morning jog.  As he ran through 
the streets of the city, the darkness made it difficult to see the 
patches of ice on the pavement.  Plus, he had to dodge around 
scaffolding and piles of brick from all the construction that was 
being done.  So, all of a sudden he found himself lying facedown 
on the asphalt.  He’d slipped.  

As he pulled himself together, he discovered that the side of his 
face was wet with blood and one tooth was missing.  He walked back 

to his hotel, and his wife put a bandage where his lip was split open.  
But he needed more than that, and they’d heard horror stories about the 
medical care in Russia.  They decided they needed to send a message back 
home to ask for advice and prayer.  They went out and found an Internet 
café.  It took ten minutes just to get online in English.  Then, as he was 
typing his message, the connection kept cutting out.  And he’d have to 
start all over again. 

Finally, he hit the send button, hoping that his friends back in Colorado 
would receive his email.  As they were walking back to the hotel, Yancey 
wondered to himself,  “Is that how prayer works”?   We send signals from 
a visible world to an invisible world, in the hope that someone will receive 
our message and in the hope that someone will actually give us an 
answer? 

Not only do you and I pray long-known prayers: prayers we have known 
how to pray maybe even since childhood, prayers for restful sleep at 
night, prayers that our Father would give us our daily bread and forgive 
our trespasses, prayers for Jesus to be our guest at mealtime. Not only do 
we pray long-known prayers that the Lord answers daily. But you and I 
pray also long-term prayers, long-standing prayers, for which we have 
received no answer. 

You know what I mean.
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We believe that the Lord has heard these prayers. We’re just 
afraid that He cannot grant the answers we’re looking for. Or, 
we’re afraid that He has already made up His mind.

We are afraid, partly because of the kinds of things we hear these 
days. We hear people quote the words of Luke chapter eleven,  Ask 
and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and the 
door will be opened to you. 

Then, they promise that God will give you whatever you ask for: 
perfect house, perfect family, perfect job if only you will ask and 
have enough faith and obey God’s commandments. We’re pretty 

sure that’s not what Jesus meant in those words. 

But then we hear others say that prayer is not about changing things. The 
Lord already knows what’s going to happen in your life. So, prayer is not 
about changing things. It’s about changing you.  Prayers are boomerangs 
that fly back to us to form us, to shape us, to change our attitudes. 

These different opinions confuse us about what prayer is. But when doubt 
is added to confusion…when we have doubts about God’s ability to grant 
what we ask, when we doubt whether He can overcome all of the 
obstacles, then confusion turns to fear. We become afraid that our long-
term prayers will go unanswered. And that discourages us from praying.

Because that’s not what Jesus teaches about prayer. Our Father in heaven, 
is what He tells us to pray. Our Abba Father. A Father more dear than any 
father we have known or could imagine. Not an impersonal computer. 
Sure, He knows what’s going to happen, and He is still able to change His 
mind. He is unchanging in His holiness and in His judgment upon sin. He is 
also unchanging in His plan to redeem the world through His Son. So, He 
seeks our repentance and our salvation. In response to our repentance, 
He has been known to change His mind about punishing, to reverse a 
prior verdict. In today’s Old Testament Reading, Abraham asked God to 
change His verdict on Sodom and Gomorrah, and God said He was 
willing. A holy God whose very name is hallowed can be Abba Father to 
us, personal, forgiving, loving, willing to change?

Page 3



 Nowhere is this answered more clearly than here in this parable 
in Luke 11 and in the life of the Hebrew prophet, Hosea. God 
directed Hosea to marry a woman of questionable character. He 
did, and they had three children. Only, Hosea discovered that two 
of them were not his. Soon afterward, his wife became a 
prostitute. 

In time, she found herself out of work and up for sale. God told 
Hosea to take her back, to buy her out of slavery. He wanted to. He 
loved her. But how could he take her back? How could there be 
both justice for what she’d done to him and forgiveness toward her? 
God’s answer was for Hosea to bear the agony that his wife had 
rejected his love. 

The agony that Hosea would suffer with one person would point to the 
agony God would suffer upon the cross with all of us. Hosea would 
endure the agony of his wife’s unfaithfulness. Nailed upon a gallows, God 
would endure the agony of the unfaithfulness towards Him of all humans. 
In Jesus’ hellish agony, resolved is the conflict between holy justice and 
fatherly love. That’s how holy God can be also Abba Father to us, willing 
to change His mind, to change a previous decision, to respond to our 
prayers.      

That’s what Jesus teaches in this parable. The Host wants to serve an 
unexpected Friend in the middle of the night. It doesn’t matter that the 
Friend has arrived so late. In the typical Middle Eastern village, one is 
expected to show hospitality. The honor of the village must be upheld. The 
only honorable thing to do is to serve the Friend the best meal the Host 
can afford. But he does not have all the items necessary to serve such a 
meal. So, he goes to a Neighbor, to ask for help. He calls through the 
door, Lend me three loaves of bread! Because a Friend of mine on a 
journey has come to me, and I do not have everything necessary to serve 
him an honorable meal. 

The Neighbor responds with a series of ridiculous, unacceptable excuses. 
Do not bother me. The door is now shut. My children are with me in 
bed. I cannot get up and give you anything. Like a prayer, the request has 
been made. And it has been turned down. 
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Then, the Neighbor changes his mind. I tell you though he will not 
get up and give him anything just because of friendship, yet in 
order to avoid shame the Neighbor will get up and give him 
whatever he needs. 

So, if a man would change his mind for the sake of honor, how 
much more will the One who has both perfect honor and love for 
you be willing to change His mind. 

It’s in that spirit that He invites you to keep bringing your long-
term, long-standing prayers to Him.

Amen
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